Man of the world’s passport a global art form

Jo Roberts

The telephone of Perth artist
Tom Muller had been tapped for
a year before the Australian Fed-
eral Police swooped.

The raid came one afternoon
in late 2001, when police ran-
sacked Muller's apartment and
subjected him to hours of
interrogation before releasing
him without charge.

What had piqued their inter-
est were materials the Swiss-

born Muller was using in his
latest art project — unbound
passport pages that had been
detected by Customs when he
osted them back to Australia
Europe.

Muller, 29, admits the epi-
sode was frightening. It was also
bad timing for him as he was
seeking Australian residency.

Now, happily, the self-
admitted forger is an Australian
resident. He is also a “global citi-
zen'', who will be showing —

and issuing — his “world pass-
ports” from tomorrow as one of
more than 800 artists taking part
in the 18th Melbourne Art Fair.

Since 2000, Muller has issued
about 150 passports (including
17 to Australians) from tempor-
ary and permanent “world
embassies” in Milan, New York,
Switzerland and Perth.

Sold as artworks (signed by
the owner rather than the artist),
the passports cannot be used at
airports, but Muller hopes that

they can raise a global aware-
ness.

“It's about trying to retain a
sense of national identity by
acknowledging the other in some
way,”’ he says.

“It's a holistic kind of mes-
sage, but using bureaucratic atti-
tudes and ways to get there.”

Muller makes the authentic-
looking documents using proper
passport-making tools that he
acquired legally — a telling point
in itself.

Donning a uniform, he asks
would-be global citizens to fill
out an application form. Birth
certificates are not required. “It’s
all about trust,” he explains.
“There’'s no need to prove as
such. And if you're going to use a
different name, that’s fine. It's
happened in the past.”

The Art Fair, from tomomow until Sunday
at the Royal Exhibition Building.
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